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CONFIDENTIAL LONDON 1 1752 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ENRG 

SUBJECT: OIL - MONEY PROBLEM 
REF: LONDON 1 1698 

SIR DONALD MAITLAND, FCO, TOLD US TODAY THAT HAROLD 
LEVER'S IDEA OF AN OIL PRICE INDEXATION DEAL DEFINITELY 
IS NOT THE POSITION OF HMG, WHICH CONTINUES TO TAKE A 
DIM VIEW OF INDEXATION. MAITLAND EXPLAINED POSITION 
MORE ON GROUNDS OF POLITICAL UNACCEPTABILITY OF APPROV- 
ING WHAT OPEC COUNTRIES HAVE DONE THAN ON LIKELIHOOD OF 
CRACKS IN OPEC FRONT OR OTHER ECONOMIC GROUNDS. 
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